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For MONDAY, Augult 18, 1794. 








The Second Report from the Commitice of Secrecy of the 
Houfe of Commons. 


(Continued from Page $7.) 


OUR Committee place lefs reliance on accounts of words 
ufed in converfation, than on evidence refulting from 
written documents; but they, neverthele fs, think it proper to 
mention, that it has been diftin¢ily ftated in evidence, that, in 
the prefence of two or three principal memvers of the Cor- 
refponding Society, a perfon (whofe name was mentioned) 
ufed the expreffion, {peaking of the French, that a victory of 
their’s in Flanders was as ufeful to the caufe as a victory in St. 
George’s Fields ; and the fame perfon appears to have helda 
converfation with thefe inembers of the Society, relative to the 
advantage which would be derived if the French couid land 
5000 men in this country, to join thofe who fhould rife here, 
Another leading circumftance has appeared to your Com- 
mittee, which, hor wever ineffectual it hag naturally proved, furs 
nifhes a {trong collateral proof of the extent of the views en-= 
tertained, and that no means, however criminal, were neg- 
lected for promoting them. The circumftance referred to, 
is a defign, which has been the frequent fabjedt of conver- 
fation among fome members of the Cortelpoading Socicty, of 
endeavouring to feduce the army from their duty, and the 
actual employment of emiflaries to tamper with the foldiers- 
In conformity with thefe views it alfo has appeared, that it was 
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intended to prepare an addrefs to the army 3 and a paper has 
been difcovered in Scoiland, which has been already referred 
to, the object of which was to endeavour to excite d.faffection 
in the fencible regiments in that part of the kingdom, and 
which has actu: ally been circulated with much in rdutt: ry among 
the foldiers of that defcription. 
Various other fchemes of the moft daring and criminal na- 
ure, are al Ifo ftated, on the evidence of perfons who were 
prefent, to have been, at diferent times, the fubject of conver 
fation among perfons, the greateft part of whom were mem- 
bers of this Society. i even appears, that a project has been 
particularly y and repeat lly agitate d among them, of ftriking a 
tudden blow, and beginning by fec uring r the Royal Family, and 
2 Members of both Houfes of | arliament, with the hope 
= it was expreffied) * that the army being without leaders, 
would no longer oppofe their attempts.” Particular indi- 
viduals have been pointed out in thefe converfations, as objects 
of perfonal vengeance for their public conduct. Evidence has 
becn given of difcourte ‘s held concerning the refcue of the de- 
jeg i cotch Convention, while on board the tranf- 
portin the river. An attack on Newgate was meditated, ac- 
ling to a part icuar plan referred to in the converiation, 
with the view of rcleafing the ‘pifoners A fimilar conver- 
fition was i to an attack on the Tower; and 
inthe letter from the Secretary of State, which has been in« 
{2rted in a former part of the Report, it appears, that there is 
direct evidence of a plan regularly concerted at Edinburgh, for 
icizing, at anappointed time, all the pu>lic offices in that city, 








the banks, and the} 8 aa members of the courts of juttice 5 
and for making a fimilar attempt (in confequence of a fecre 
concert among Sotiemcarden of the Societics in different places ) 


atone and the fame time, in fome of the moft confiderable 
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numbers, and in providing arms in the different modes already 
ftated, 

There remains another circumftance, which, however, as 
far as it has yet been inveftigated, is traced diflin@ly only to 
two individuals, both of whom were members of the Corref- 
ponding Society ; and principally concerned in fome of their 
moft remarkable tranfactions : Whether any other members of 
the Society were or were not acquainted with it, has not ap- 
peared to your Committee. Three copies have been produced 
to your Committee (in all material parts conformable to cach 
other) of a paper which purports to be a draft of refolutions 
intended to be propofed at the mecting which took place at 
Chalk Farm on the 14th of April, 1794. From the blank left 
for the place of meeting, it feems probable that it was prepared 
before that place was fixed upon : The refolutions are different 
from thofe which pafled at the meeting, and there is no reafon 
to believe that they were in fact propofed there; but diftinct 
evidence has been given of the hand-writing being that of the 
perfon in whofe poileffion one of the copies was found, who is 
alfo proved to have fhewn them as the refolutions which he in- 
tended fhould be propofed at the meeting ; and the two other 
copies were found among the papers of one of the moft active 
members of the Society, who appears, previous to the mecting 
at Chalk Farm, to have been appointed, in conjunction with 
fome others, to arrange the meafures to be adopted, and at 
whofe fuggeftion (fuvfequent to that appointment) the meeting 
is ftated to have been poftponed beyond the time originally pro- 
pofed, becaufe (as he is faid to have reprefented) more tithe 
was neceflary to make known the fentiments of the Society in 
bold and nervous refolutions. Your Committee think it right 
to infert here the paper itfelf, on which they will forbear to make 
any comment. 


“ At a General Meeting of the London Correfponding 
Society, held at on Monday the 14th day of 
April, 1794. 

« Citize 

“ Refolved, That all fovereign, Iegiflative, and judicial 
powers are the rights of the people: and though the people 
have delegated thofe their original powers to others, in truft, 
for the benefit of the community, yet the rights themfelves are 
referved by the people, and cannot, be abfolutely parted with 
by the people to thofe perfons who are employed to conduct 
the bufinefs of the ftate. 





in the chair, 


= 3 “ Refolved, 








124 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 
“ Refolved, That the Conftitution of England is held by 


the King, Lords, and Commons, and other officers appointed 
by the people, in truft, for the benefit of the people ; and 
though thefe truftees may regulate and improve the Confti. 
tution, yet they cannot alter or fubvert it without committing 
treafon againft the nation. 

“ Refolved, that Adagna Charta, or the Great Charter of 
the Liberties of England, made in the reign of King John; 
the Petition of Rights, affented to by Parliament in the reign 
of King Charles the Firft ; and the feveral laws made at and 


in confequence of the glorious revolution in the year 1688, . 


are declaratory of thofe parts of the con{titution of England, 
which are inand by them refpeCtively declared. 

“© Reiolved, That the office of King of England was not 
inftituted by the people merely as an office of profit and 
honour to the King, but he was fo appointed as chief truftee 
and guardian of the conftitution and rights of the people; 
and that important and laborious perfonal duties are annexed 
to the regal office, the objects of which are, to promote the 
good of the people, and preferve their rights in full vigour from 
innovation and corruption. 

“ Refolved, That itis the duty of the King to preferve the 
conftitution of England and the rights of the people agaiuft 
every iacroachment; and, in order to enforce that duty, tie 
following oath is required to be taken by every King on his 
acceflion to the throne of Great Britains; to wit: The Arche 
bifhop or Bifhop fhall fay—will you folemnly promife and 
{wear to govern the people of this kingdom of England, and 
the dominions thereto belonging, according to the ftatutes 
in Parliament agreed on, aad the laws and cuftoms of the 
fame ?”” 

* The King or Queen fhall fay “ I folemnly promife fo to 


do.” Archbifhop or Bithop.— Will you to your power 
caufe law and juftice in mercy to be executed in all your 
judgements ?” - Anfwer. I will.” 


¢ After this, the King or Queen, laying his or her hand on 
the Holy Gofpels, fhall fay—** The things which I have bee 
fore promifed, I will perform and keep ; fo help me God ;”— 
and then fhall kifs the book. 
“© Refolved, That his prefent Majefty, King George the 
hird, on his acceflion to the throne of thefe realins, did fo- 
lemaly take the faid oath. 

“ Refolved, That the conftitutional rights of the people 
have been violated, and that it is the duty of the people, in the 
picient 
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prefent alarming crifis, to aflemble and inquire into the inno 
vations or infringements which have been made upon the rights 
of the people, and how far the declarations of the conftitution, 
as they were fettled at the aforefaid revolution, remain in force, 
and which of them have been violated, and by whom; and 
alfo whether fuch innovations, infringements, and violations, 
have been committed from the negligence or corruption of 
thofe who have been intrufted with the government of the 
ftate. 

“ Refolved, That this Society do invite the people to meet 
in their refpeQlive neighbourhoods, to elect one or more pers 
fon or perfons as delegates, to meet in a Convention to be held 
on the day of next, at fuch place as fhall 
be appointed by the Secret Commitiee of this Society 5 and 
that the delegates fo elected do forthwith teanimit to the Secre- 
tary of this Society, No. 9. Piccadilly, London, the vouchers 
of their feveral elections, in order that tie place of meeting 
may be duly notified to th-m. 

“¢ Refolved, That it is the right and bounden duty of the 
people to punifh all traitors againft the nation, and that the fole 
lowing words are now nota part of the oath of allegiance; to 
wit, * I declare that it is not lawful, upon any pretence 
whatever, to take arms againft the King.” 

Before the Committee quit this part of the fubjedt, they 
think it not immaterial to take fome notice of the diffeient 
means ufed to difleminate fuch principles as have been ftated 
through the lower orders of fociety, and to familiarize their 
minds, by every pofiible artifice, to fuch ideas as might prepare 
them to be the inftruments of the moft dangerous and defpes 
rate defigns. Some of thefe means may at firft fight be confie 
dered as too trivial to be mentioned onan occafion of this im 

appear to your Co.nmittee in a very dif~ 


to 
<*) 


i 
portance ; but they aj 
ferent light, when they recollect that an efleatial part of fuch 
plan as has been in agitation, was to feduce and corrupt the 
thoughtlefs and uninformed, and to make ufe of tie channeis 
of communication beft adapted to that purpofe. “The appears 
ance of infignificance and levity, which belongs at firit fight 
to this part of the fyltem, is, in truth, only an additional proof 
of the art and induftry with which it has been purfued. The 
meafures employed for this purpofe appear to have been deli« 
verately prepared, and every contrivance ufed to mix them (in 
the fhape molt likely to captivate attention) with the ordinary 
occupations oramufements of thofeon whom they were intended 
tooperate. Accordingly lectures have been delivered on polie 
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tical fubjects, calculated from their very extravagance to catch 
the attention of the audience, and inthe courfe of them every 
topic has been employed that could inflame their minds, alienate 
them from the laws and conftitution of their country, and ha- 
bituate them to principles of fedition and rebellion. ‘The moft 
violent publications to the fame effect have been fecretly, but 
generally, circulated in hand bills, both in the metropolis and 
in the remote parts of the country. Every point that could 
excite difcontent, according to the purfuits, intcrefts, or pre- 
judices of different clafies, has been fucceffively dwelt on, and 
always in fuch a manner as to connect it with the leading de 
fign. The attempt to accomplifh this end has appeared in 
the fhape even of play bills and fongs ; feditious toafts 5 and 
a ftudied felection of the tunes which have been moft in ufe in 
France fince the revolution, have becn applied to the fame 
purpofe, of endcavouring to render deliberate incitements to 
every {pecies of treafon familiar to the minds of the people. 

Having thus ftated the points which the Committce have 
thought it material feparately to lay before the Houle, they will 
now proceed to thofe particulars which will give a full and 
diftin& view of the riie, progrefs, and nature of the general 
defign with which the facts already ftated are efi ntially con- 
nected ; for this purpofe your Committee will {tate i is their 
Report | the points which appear moft worthy of attention. 

‘The period from which it appears to your Committee ma- 
terial to trace in this view the proceedings of the Society for 
Conftitutional Information, is that of the publication of the 
pamphlet fo well known under the title of “ Rights of Man, 
by Thomas Paine. 

Your Committee ! have already referred, in their former Re- 
port, to the approbation given by the Society to this work ; and 
this is one of the points on which they fhould not think it necef- 
fary now to dweil, if they did not t feel it effential to the obj ee 
before ftated, of developing the rifeand progrels of the fyite 
which they are tracing, to call the attention of the Houfe to ihe 
leading features of a work thus approved and recommended, in 
order to compare it with fubfequent tranfactions, of whici it 
may be confidered as the fo undation. 

In this pam phict, pul lifhed in the year 1791, the National 
Affen! ly of Fra nee was repreic *nted as occ up ied in ef 
a coniitution founded on the rights of man, and the authoricy 
of the —_ the =< authority on which (it was itated) go- 





vernment hada right to cxitt in any counmsry; mon: rel y and 
hereditary fuccediion were treated us abfurdities 5 the revolution 
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ef 1688, and the fucceffion of the Houfe of Hanover, were 
alfo made the fubject of ridicule ; and adiftin&tion was drawn 
between two modes of government, which were ftated to pre- 
vail in the world: Firft, government by election and repree 
fentation 3 and, fecondly, government by hereditary fucceflion. 

The former generally known by the name of republic, the 
latter by that of monarchy and ariitocracy. Oa the 23d 
March, 1791, tac Society refolved, “« That the thanks of the 
Society fhould 1 be givento Mr. Thomas Paine, in the terms ex= 
pr refled in the copy of their refolutions of this day.”” A cone 
tinuation of Pa:ne’s book, intituled, ** Ri ghts re Man, Part 
the Second, combining Principle and Practice,” was publifhed 

early in 17925 in which the principles of the Brit ifh contti- 
tution were again attacked; the principles on which the 
French conftitution, accepted by the King in 1791, had been 
eftablifhed, were approved, with an exception of the hereditary 
fucceflion to the crown: This pamphict, recommending the 
overthrow of the Britifh conftitution, and the eftablithment of 
a democratical fenate, as the fole legiflative and executive 
power of the ftate, was ailo circulated with great indultry 5 
and the Society for Conftitutional Information, on the 16th of 
March, 1792, expreffed their approbation of tae work, in an- 
{wer to a letter from the Manchetfter Conftitutional Society, 
containing the thanks of that Society to Mr. Paine. On the 
23d of March, 1792, the Conftitutional Society at — 
applied to the London Society, that twelve of their member 
might be admitted as_aflociate do members of the London So. 
ciety 5 and there appears in the books of the Lon don Society 

a printed 5 paper of the Shefiie id Saaieien in w hich ¢ that Socicty 
pS that the practice as well as the prin cipl e of yovern- 
ment was laid down in the works intituled, * Rights of Man, 
Part the Firft and Second,” in a manner fo clear and irrefil- 
tibly convincing, that the Society refulved to give their thanks 
to Mr. Paine for thofe public: tions. 

Other entries, expreflive of apprebation of the fame works, 
and of other feditious publications frequently appear in the 
fame books during the courfe of f theye ar 17926. 


1 








4 DESCRIPTION of PEKIN, im CHINA, 


“HE capital of China is ficuated ina fertile plain, about 
60 or 70 miles from the famous wall, and is the ordinary 
9 rciidence 
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refidence of the Emperors. Its name Pekin fignifies the 
Court of the North, in diftin@ion from Nankin, which means 
the Court of the South. The latter was for many ages the 
refidence of the Emperors, until they found it abfolutely ne- 
ceflary to remove northward, to be more at hand to repel the 
numerous incurfions of the Tartars, their reftlefs neighbours. 

Pekin is built in a fquare form, and divided into two cities ; 
namely, Sin-Ching, or the New City, where the- Emperor 
commonly refides, and Lau-Ching, or the Old City. The 
new city, which was built in 1405, is chiefly inhabited by 
Tartars who made good their fettlement in the Empire—the 
old, by Chinefe. The walls of the new city are ftately, and 
worthy of the capital of the greateft empire of the world; 
thofe of the old are lefs fo, and fimilar to thofe of the other 
Chinefe cities, A horfeman may afcend the walls of the new 
city by means of a path intended for the purpofe. In feveral 
places there are houfes for a corps de garde. ‘The towers are 
within bow-fhot of each other.—Some larger than the reft 
contain detachments of troops. 

The gates of the city, which are nine in number, are lofty 
and well arched, and fupport very large pavilions nine ftories 
high, each ftory being furnifhed with windows and loop-holes, 
The loweft ftory is for the retreat of the officers and foldicrs of 
the guard. Before each gate there isan open area of parade 
about 360 feet, encompafied by a femi-circular wall of equal 
height and breadth with thatot the city: Itferves asa depofit 
forarms. This parade has no accefs from the great road, and 
is commanded by the cannon of the pavilion. There is alfo 
another pavilion like the former to command the road ; fo that 
cach gate is provided with two pavilions, and the cannon of 
the one can play upon the city, while thofe of the other can 
fcour the neighbouring territory. 

The ftreets of Pekin are perfe@ly ftraight, about a league 
in length, and 120 fcet wide. The houfes are generally only 
one flory high, and make a mean appearance. The fhops, 
however, on both fides, are neat, and in riches perhaps excel 
moft in Europe. The entrance into them is adorned with 
gildings, tculptures, paintings, and japannings, in a manner 
wh.ch charms the eye. ‘The itreets are crowded wih infinite 
multitudes of people, among whom not one woman is to be 
feen ; and it is aftgnifling to fec the confufion coufed by the 
furprifing number of hortes, mules, affes, camels, waggons, 
and chairs, without reckoning the various crowds of men, 100 
and 200 ina clutter, which are every now and then met with, 
0 either 
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either collected about fome fortunc-teller, or juggler with cups 
and balls, or liftening to ballad fingers and others, who repeat 
ludicrous ftories for their diverfion, or elfe gaping at quacks, 
who diftribute their medicines, and are very eloquent in the 
difplay of their admirable effects. Were it not for a horfeman 
that goes before to clear the way, people of diltinction would 
be ftopped every moment. 

Pekin is the great mart of all the riches and commodities of 
theempire. People are carried through the ftreets ia chairs by 
men, others on horfes, which here ftand in the ftreets for hire, 
like coaches in London, and may be had for fix-pence or 
feven-pence a-day—the owner, when defired, leads the horfe 
by the bridle to any part of the city, andis acquainted with the 
refidences of all the principal people. 

The police is wonderfully well condu&ted, infomuch that the 
moft perfect harmony prevails among the millions of Tartars 
and Chinefe. Many years pafs without an inftance of houfes 
breaking or murder ; and fo ftrift are the regulations, that the 
perpetrator of any crime cannot poffibly efcape punifhment. 
In the great ftreets there are guard-houfes of foldiers, who, day 
and night, parade the city with fwords and whips, chattifing, 
without diftin@tion, all whom they find making any difturbance, 
Even the {mall ftreets are overlooked by the foldiers from the 
large ones, from which they are feparated by crofs barred gates, 
which are fhut up every night, fo that none of the inhabitants 
can poflibly leave their own diftri&. ‘They are never opened 
in the night, unlefs the perfon has a Janthorn in his hand, and 
affigns a fufficient caufe, fuch as the want of a phyfician; fo 
that here, there are no midnight revels and aflemblies, as in 
the large citics of Europe. Were even thofe belonging to 
the Emperor’s palace to be found in the ftreets at improper 
hours, they would be taken into cuftody. 

The ftreets are kept very clean, for the foldiers, befides 
watching in the night, fee that every perfon cleans before his 
door, and {weeps and waters every morning and evening in 
dry weather, removing the dirt after rain, The foldiers are 
alio employed in cleanfing the middle of the ftreets after toey 
have taken up the dirt, for the city is not paved ; they either 
beat it, or dry it by turning, or elfe mix it up with other dry 
earth, infomuch that within two hours after the heavieft rains, a 
perfon may walk all over the city without foiling his thoes. 

This, however, is chicfly fpoken of the ftreets of the new 
city, for thofe of the old are narrower, and have not the ad- 
Vantage of the foldiers to clean them, 
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The centre of the new city is inclofed by another wall, low 
and narrow, but adorned with large gates called Wang-chin; 
that is the Imperial wall; the fouthern gate forms that of the 
palace, and is about 100 fathoms from the principal gate of the 
city, the fcite of which is due South. 

The Imperial palace covers a large tra€&t of ground, and 
conlifts of a prodigious aflemblage of large buildings, fpacious 
courts and gardens, inclofed within a brick wall, which has 
battlements along the curtains, and is adorned with finall pa- 
vilions at the angles. Over each gate there is a pavilion, 
ftronger and more lofty than the former, furrounded by a gal- 
lery tupported by pillars. ‘This is what is properly called the 
palace, as it contains the apartments of the Emperor and his 
family. Without the palace, and between its inclofure and 
the firft wall, are the refidences of the officers of the houfe- 
hold-‘and the eunuchs—the tribunals of juftice are alfo there. 
‘The architeQure of the palace is very different from the Eu- 
ropeaniftile. Neverthelefs it is vaft, and ftrikes the eye by the 
regular difpofition of the apartments, and the ftructure of the 
roofs, which have four fides rifing very high, adorned on the 
fupports with a border of flowerework turned up at the ends: 
The whole covered with varnifhed tiles of fo beautiful a yellow, 
that they appear at a diftance to be gilt. A fecond roof 
equally glittering, rifes from the walls, and goes quite round, 
fupported by an immenfe number of beams, joints and fpars, all 
japanned, of a green colour, and ornamented with gold figures. 
This fecond roof, with the projection of the firft, makes a 
kind of crown to the buildings, and has a very fine effect. 
The fplendid effect of the whole, producing one entire ftruc- 
ture, is extremely magnificent, perfeétly auguft, and worthy of 
the greateft empire upon earth. ‘The terraces upon which the 
apartments are conf{tructed, eflentially contribute to the general 
air of grandeur; thefe are fifteen feet from the ground, are 
cafed with white marble, adorned with balluftrades, and are open 


only at the entrance of the ftaircafes, which are placed on the ° 


fides, and in the middle and corners of the front. 

‘The entrance in the middle isa flopeof marble, not ftairs. 
This is the Emperox’s exclufively—no one elfe is allowed to 
enter by it; and on public days he is conveyed this way into 
his palace in a covered chair. 

‘The terraces extend from eaft to weft, and form, before the 
doors and windows of the apartments, a very broad platform, 
paved with marble, and projecting in every direction eight feet 
beyond the building. a the outer court, fre wiing tie Imperial 
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hall, the Mandarins range themfelves on appointed days, to ree 
new their homage and perform the prefcribed ceremonies ; and 
this they do whether the Emperor be prefent or not.—It is cuf- 
tomary for them even in his abfence to lay their foreheads on 
the ground before the gates of the palace, with the fame for= 
mality as if they were before the Emperor on his throne. 

The Royal Halls are about 130 feet fquare, their ceilings 
being of carved work, varnithed with green, and adorned with 
gilt dragons. The pillars which fupport the roof within are 
fix or feven fect in circumference at the bafe, and are crufted 
over with a kind of pafte, japanned with red. ‘The pavement 
is partly covered with carpets, fimilar to thofe of Turkey; 
the walls are white, but without hangings, paintings, or look 
ing -glafles. 

The throne is in the middle of the Hall, and confifts of a 
lofty alcove, very neat, but neither rich nor magnificent. It 
has infcribed upon it the word Shing, which, in its moft ufual 
acceptation, fignifies holy, but as applied to the Emperor, denotes 
excellent, perfect, mo/t wife. On the platform in front are very 
capacious brazen veflels, in which perfumes are. burnt during 
ceremonies, and candlcfticks fhaped like birds, large enough to 
hold flambeaux. Befides the large hall there are two fmailer, 
in which the Emperor frequently repofes, or robes himfelf— 
one of thefeis of a circular form, with windows looking every 
way, and a door facing the north, through which the Emperor 
pafles when going to the throne to receive the homage of the 
empire. On this occafion he is carried in a chair, the bearers 
of which are drefled in red vefts, embroidered with filk, and 
caps ornamented with feathers. 

The court before the great Imperial hall is about 300 feet 
long and 250 wide. It is furrounded by a gallery, over which 
are the Imperial mufeums, which are opened on certain oc- 
cafions—fuch as coronations, &c. In one of thefe are kept 
vafes, and other works in metals. In another, large quantities 
of beautiful furs. A third contains magnificent garments, 
adorned with coftly furs, with which the Emperor fometimes 
rewards his fervants. In a fourth are kept precious ftones, 
marbles, and pearls, found in ‘’artary. In the largeft of all, 
which confifts of two ftories, are prefles, in which are kept the 
filks fabricated for the ufe of the Emperor and his family, un- 
der the infpection of a Mandarin who would be punifhed if 
they were not as highly finifhed as poflible. There are other 
ftore-houfes, in which are depofited bows, arrows, and horfe 
furniture, either made at Pekin, or broug'it from foreign coun- 
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tries as prefents to the Emperor. There is one alfo in which 
the choiceft teas, drugs, and other productions of China are 
kept. 

Next to the Imperial palace are thofe of the Emperor’s chil- 
dren, and other Princes of the Blood, They are very neat 
within, extremely capacious, and have been built at a vaft ex- 
pence. With refpedct tothe buildings and embellifhments, the 
fame ftyle pervades the whole. The former confifts of a fee 
ries of courts, adorned on the fides with buildings, and in the 
front with a varnifhed hall raifed on a platform, three or four 
feet high, bordered by large fquare blocks of hewn ftone, and 
paved with fquare tiles. ‘The gates open into little ftrects, 
not much frequented, and have no other ornaments, belides 
two lions of white ftone, of indifferent workmanthip, without 
any order of architecture, or {culpture in ftone, fuch as is found 
in the triumphal arches in China. 

The tribunals of the fupreme jurifdictions are alfo very 
large, but ill built, and in no way.fuitable to the fplendour of the 
empire. They are fix innuinber, and to each is committeda 
particular fuperintendance. 


Monthly Agricultural Report for Fuly. 


VY a 


Py HE harveft has proved as early, and, from the long con 
4. tinuance of fine weather, will probably be got up a 
fpeedily as any ever remembered. The famples of new wheat 
already at market have been fine and nimble, and eagerly 
fought for by the millers: From a fimilar drynefs in the 
fusamer, they are expected in moft diftri@s to equal the thine 
fkinned heavy wheats of 1791, and to rife proportionably well. 
On lands, however, inclined to burn, the crops prove lightand 

lean, 
The barley countics are abundantly produétive ; and the 
famples (which is rarely the cafe when the bulk on the ground 
] 
} 





is fo large) are in general of a fine malting quality. Even the 
northern countics boait this year of fine barleys, 

Oats are the largeit crop in the fens and other low lands of 
Ely, Lincoln, &c. that ever were known. In the eaftern dif- 


i 
triet the fwaths are light, which is the cafe in many parts of 
Kent and Suffex. 

‘Phe beans are far from a good crop, generally taken; they 
fuffered much by the collier in moft parts, particularly the ticksy 
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Peafe and feed tares have failed throughout the kingdom 
full four-fifths of their expected produce; feveral of the home 
counties will not grow fufficient for their own confumption. 

Clover feed will prove a thin crop where the drought has fo 
long prevailed ; and the young Clovers are likewife injured 
from the fame caufe. 

The general lofs of turnips muft alfo be added to this lift 
of failures; for very few regular plants have withftood this 
year’s inceflant aflaults of tie fly. Norfolk and Suifolk were 
never fo deftitute of turnips as they appear to be this feafon. 

The cole feed and other {mall feeds have rifen ill, and are 
therefore daily advancing in price. 

The grafs lands are univerfally bare, particularly thofe mown 
late. ‘This has already decreafed the new ftock of hay, and 
will probably advance its price. 

The fallowed lands never hada finer feafon, where they were 
broke up and crofled early. 

Hops, in cool-bottomed, well-cultivated plantations, indi- 
cate a full crop, through the beft grounds of Furnham, Kent, 
and Effex. They bloom low down the pole, and promife to 
fruit abundantly. The fpeculative duty of the year is ad- 
vanced to 150,000I. 

The univerfal want of pafturage has ftocked Smithfield, for 
fome time paft, with abundance of half fat cattle of all kinds, 
and confequently kept down their various prices ; but prime 
beef fells well in rusts {rom 70 to go ftone. 

The hog trade is likely to be brifk for the victualling office 
and dittilleries ; but porkers are down from the failure of 
peafe. 

Lean beafts are ftill kept back in the breeding counties from 
the want of food. Stock theep and lambs of prime flock are 
fcarce. Horfes continue reafonable. 

The wool trade has experienced a little ftart within the laft 
fortnight, from toe fuppoled profpect of a peace. The top 
prices are, South Down 14d. Norfolk 13d. Welt country 
11d. Long wool gd. 





Curtous Particulars of that fingular Charaéer, Plumb 
Pope , 


Wh POPE, who died in the Fleet-prifon, on Friday, 
: ¥ Aug dy 1794 was nearly as remarkable a character 
as that of old Elwes, of ufurious and penuiious memory 5 


he 
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he was originally atanner in Southwark, and dealt fo largely 
and extenfively in this branch, that his ftock in trade was for 
many years fuppofed to be worth 60 or 70,000). 

In the latter part of his time in this trade, and when he was 
well known to be worth fomuch money as to be called Plumb 
Pope, he took to the lending of money, difcounting, and buy- 
ing annuities, mortgages, &c. 

Inthis branch of bufinefs, it appears, Mr. Pope was not fo 
fuccefsful as in his former trade; for the name of Benjamin 
Pope the ufurer every now and then appears in the proceed 
ings of our courts of law, when our fages in the law come 
monly differed widely from Mr. Pope in their opinion of his 
practices in this branch of bufinefs. 

The moft remarkable and the laft inftance.of this fort, was, 
when he was caft in 10,000]. damages for fome ufurious or ile 
legal practices, in fome money tranfactions with Sir Alexander 
Leith. 

This was generally thought a fmart /entence, and perhaps the 
well-known and well-fcouted character of the man contributed 
not alittle towards it. Mr. Pope himfelf thought it fo oppref- 
five and unjuft, that he never in all his life afterwards left off 
complaining loudly of it,/and even printed a cafe, fetting forth 
the hardihip and great lofs he fufiered. 

At firft Mr. Pope, to be up with his plaintiff, went abroad to 
France, with all his effets and property, where a man in his 
advanced years, ample fortune, and without any family but his 
wife, a moft worthy and refpected woman, might certainly have 
lived very comfortably: But Mr. Pope abroad, was removed 
from his friends and cuftomers; and his money being idle, 
which was always confidered by him asa great misfortune, he 
refolved to come home ; and to fhew his refentment (as he faid 
to all this oppreflion) fubmitted to imprifonment rather than 
paythemoner. ‘This he did moft heroically, and has fuffered 
the long imprifonment of eleven years and three months. 

In the courfe of this time, Mr. Pope’s affairs wore very dif- 
ferent complexions, and at one time he might have got his li- 
berty for a thoufand pounds ; but he remained inflexible, and 
fent them word—T/iat this would be acknowledging the juftnefs of 
their debt, which he wuld die fooner than do, and he kept his 
word, 

Mr. Pope, in prifon, had many opportunities of indulging 
thofe propenfitics he bad all his life been remarkable for 5 he 
looked always at the pint pot of fmall-beer before he paid for 
it, to fee thatit was full; a meafure that in him was fomewhat 
exculable, 
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excufable, as the pint lafted him generally two days, water be« 
ing his common drink ; and as to ftrong beer, it ufedto bea 
note of admiration among his fellow prifoners, when he drank 
any with them at their apartments ; but as for his fending for 
any for himfelf—of that he never was guilty. 

His three-farthing candle he always bought by weight, that 
is, had the heavieft of fix, eight, or ten for his money. 

In all this time, near twelve years, he has never had a joint 
of meat on his table ; his greateft luxury was a groat-plate 
from the cook’s fhop, and that ferved him for two meals gene- 
rally ; but in thefe points he was not much at a lofs; for his 
family, though living at a great diftance, knowing of his pe- 
nurious difpofition, fent to him frequently a very comfortable 
and proper fupply; and on thefe occafions, he had even been 
known, fometimes to give fome leavings to his errand girl, or 
elfe to fome diftrefled object. 

To do juftice to fo eccentrick a character as Mr. Pope, itis 
proper to ftatc, that, while in trade, he had early begun the 
benevolent practice of giving away, every week, a ftone, and 
better, of meat among his workmen and poor ncighbours : 
And this praQtice he never left off, not even when he was every 
day weighing his candle, or looking after the mealure of his 
finall beer. 

In money tranfa€tions, Mr. Pope fuffered many frauds and 
impofitions in prifon; as he had not that {cope of cuftomers in 
his confined ftate, and always bent upon making the moft of 
his money, he was more eafily impofed upon ; fo that he is fup- 
pofed to have loft, by fuch means, more money than would 
have paid his debt and cofts, large as they were. 

When old Pope was told by his apothecary that his diffolution 
was rapidly approaching.— Well, (faid he, with a kind of 
lambent finile) in that cafe I thall wipe off a debt of 10,0001.” 
the fum for which he was confined. He died at the age of 67. 





4n EXTRAORDINARY TRAVELLER, 
R. WILSON, a gentleman of Cornwall, inherited an 


eftate of about 1000}, a year in that county, at the age 

of 233 andin the year 1741, the year after his father’s death, 
fet off for the Continent on his travels. He rode on horfeback 
with one fervant, over the greateft part of the world. He firft 
viewed every European country, in doing which he {pent 
eight years, He then embarked for America, was two years 
in 
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in the northern part, and three more in South America, travel« 
ling as a Spaniard, which he was enabled to do from the very 
great facility he hadin that language. The climate, profpects, 
and fome other circumftances of Peru, enchanted him fo 
much, that he hired a farm, and refided near a year in it. 

His next tour was to the ealt ; he pafled fucceffively through 
all the territories in Africa tothe fouth of the Mediterranean, 
Egypt, Syria, and all the domivions of the Grand Signior ; 
went twice through Perfia, once through the northern and once 
through the fouthern provinces; over India, Indoftan, and 
part of Siam and Pegu 3 and made feveral excurfions to the 
boundaries of China, for fevera! monthseachtime. He after- 
wards, on his return, {topped at the Cape of Good Hope, pe- 
netrated far into Africa, and on his return to the Cape took the 
oppo:tunity of a fhip that went to Batavia, and from thence 
viewed moft of the iflands in the Great Indian Archipelago, 
Returning to Europe, he landed at Cadiz, and pafled ina ftraight 
line from that place to Mofcow, in his way to Kamicatka,— 
He was in correfpondence with feveral Cornith gentlemen, 
with whom he was at college, fo late as the year 1783, when 
he was fuppofed to be preparing for Siberia. A gentleman 
who faw him at Mofcow in that year, reprefented him as 
healthy, vigorous, and in all refpects as hearty as other people 
at 46, though he ‘was then in his 66th year. 





An ANECDOTE, 


“HE futile attempts of fome political artifts to bring 
every man to their peculiar modes of thinking are well 
expofed in the following anecdote cf the Emperor Charles V. 
and the inference may be ufefuily applied to the ruling temper 
of men’s minds in gencral:—When his infirmities confined 
him to his apartment, he employed himfelf in ftudying the 
principles, and in forming curious works of mechanifm, of 
which he had always been remarkably fond. He was particue 
larly curious with regard to the conftruction of clocks and 
watches ; and having found, aiter repeated trials, that he could 
not bring any two of them exacily alike, he refleed, it is faid, 
with a mixture of furprife and regret, ov bis own folly, in hav 
ing beftowed fo much time and labour on the more vain attempt 
of bringing mankind to a precife uniformity of fcatiment 
concerning the dorines of religion and politics. 
4 REMARKABLE 
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A@ REMARKABLE EPITAPH. 


HE following lines were written in memory of two 
brothers, named Harding, belonging to the North-De- 
von Regiment of Militia, who were buried on the fame day, at 
Hythe, in Kent. They were to beloved by their comrades, 
that the privates fubfcribed two pence each to creét atomb- 
ftone to their memory, on which this epitaph is intended to be 
infcribed : 
WHOE’ER thou art, by folemn fancy led, 
That wand’reft o’er thefe manfions of the dead, 
Here paufe awhile! and let this ftone relate, 
In humble ftrain, two brothers’ kindred fate ; 
To arms alike they flew, by glory fpurr’d, 
Soon as their King and country gave the word; ° 
Braving thedamps of night, the heats of noon, 
They camp’d, they march’d, they halted, ah! too foon! 
No more the fhrill revez/le fhall convey 
To their cold breathlefs frame the dawn of days 
No more the evening gun, the drum fhall beat, 
To them the tidings of the fun’s retreat. 
To them, far diftant from their native fields, 
This hallow’d earth a fanQuary yields : 
This tomb contains their duft, ftill lives their name, 
And rifes in their comrades’ hearts, to honeft fame. 


—- 





Anfwer, by WV. Watts, of Penzance, to F, Hofkins’s Queftion, 
inferted April 14. 


F v,w, x, y, and z, reprefent thofe numbers, then y-+w= 
30, and y-+z=240 per queftion, Nowviw::xty3 and 
w:xiiy:z; hence by compound ratio we get v-W:W+X:: 
W+xix+ty; and w+xix+yiix+tyty+z. That is 30: 
WHxiiw+xix+ty; and w+xix+y..x+y:240 There- 























x+y" 
fore 30.x-+y=w+x'; and = wt+x; confequently 
2.4.0 
x-+ y* —_—— 
=3jo.x+y. Then 240%.30°=xfy=120. Alfo 60= 
—2 
240 


Vor. XXIV. 601. x W +x 
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w+x. But becaufe viwiiw:x, ..v:30::w:6. Hence 
2v=w; alfo 3v=30; then v=10; w=203 x=>403 y= 
80; andz=160. Q.E.D. 





Anfwer, by P. of Dorfetfoire, to Sobrius’s Enigma, inferted 
May IQe 


AIN, Sir, will, without a doubt, 
Make your enigma clearly out. 








4 REBUS, by Fames Stevens, of Plymouth, 
HREE-NINTHS of a fcience pray find; 


One-third of a vermin propofe ; 
The half of a prefent define; 
Two-fifths of a colour difclofe; 


Twoefifths of a fenfe we enjoy; 
The half of to ac alfo thew; 

Our felves we will alfo employ : 
The whole brings a planet to view. 





A CHARADE, by F. Bulgin, of Ca/tle Cary. 


AIL! thou my firft, without thy aid 
Would mana helplefs mortal be; 

Ah! giddy youths, my fecond fhun, 

It leads to dire eternity: 
Now, Sirs, my whole, without a doubt, 

You foon will find, unlefs you dandle ; 
It is a tool, which often times 

Your humble fervant well doth handle, 


*{* Briflolienfis is requefted to obferve, that the Mode now 
adopted with refped? to the Poetry given in this Publication is by no 
Means a new one, having long been ufed in feveral refpeéiable 
Works, to the Readers of which, it ts prefumed, CGuflom has ren- 
dered it a very trifling Inconvenience, as we hope it will prove te 
the Purchafers of the Entertainer. If we find it, however, ge- 
nerally difliked, the EHint witl be attended tas 

POETRY. 
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PICTURE of the MANIAC. 
By Mrs. Rosinson. 


H! what art thou, whofe 
eye balls roll 
Like heralds of the wand’ring 
foul, 
While down thy cheek the fcald- 
ing torrents flow? 
Why does that agonizing 
fhriek 
eo mind's s unpitied anguifh 
eak 
Oh tell me, thing forlorn! and 
let-me fhare thy woe. 


. Why dof thou rend thy mat- 
ted hair, 
And beat thy burning bofom 
bare? 
Why is thy lip fo parch’d? thy 
roans fo deep? 
why doit thou fiy from chear- 
ful light, 
And feek in caverns mid- -day 
night, 
And cheriih thought untold, and 
banifh gentle fleep? 


ym doftthou from thy fcanty 
ed 
Tear the rude flraw to crown 
thy head, 
And nod with ghaftly fmile, and 
wildly fing ? 
While down thy pale diftorted 


aces 
The chry ft: il drops each other 
chace, 
As tho’ thy brain were drown’d 
in one eternal {pring ? 


Vhy doft thou climb yon 
cragey fleep, 

hat frowns upon the cla- 
m’orous itcep, 





T RY, 


And howl, refponfive to the 
waves below ? 
Or on the margin of the rock, 
Thy Sov’reign Orb exulting 
m ock, 
And waite the freezing night i in 
pacing to and fro? 


Why doft thou ftrip the faireft 
bow’rs, 
To drefs thy {cowling brow 
with flow’rs, 
And fling thy tatter’d garment 
to the wind ? 
Why madly dart from cave to 
cave, 
Now laugh and fing, then 
weep and rave, 
And round thy naked limbs 
fantaltic fragments bind ? 


Why doft thou drink the mid- 
night dew, 
Slow trickling from the bane- 
ful yew, 
Stretch’d on a pallet of fepul- 
chral yew, 
While in her folitary tow’r 
The minftrel of the witching 
hour 
Sits half congeal’d with fear, to 
hear thy difmal moan? 


Thy form upon the cold earth 
calt, ol ; 
Now grown familiar with the 


blaft, 
Defies the biting froftand fcorch« 
ing fun: 


All feafons are alike to thee; 
Thy fenfe, unchain’d by def- 
tiny, 
Refiits, with dauntlefs pride, all 
miferies but onc ! 


Fe 
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Fix not thy ftedfaft gaze on «* Hewill faften his locks, 


me, : “ And will threaten the ftocks 
Shrunk atom of mortality ! *¢ Should he ever more find me 
Nor freeze my blood with thy “* in want, 
diftracted groan ; ** Weil-a-day !” 
Ah! quickly turn thofe eyes 








away, < | The fquire hag fat beeves and 
They fill my foul with dire he sr ale, 
difmay ! Gaffer Gray; 
For dead and dark they feem, And the feafon. will welcome 
and almoft chill’d to ftone ! you there. 
aan i ‘© The fat beeves and his 
; : ‘© beer, 
GAFFER GRAY, — « And his merry new year, 
By Mr. Houcrorr. “e — for the flufh and. the 
<* fair, 
{From his Novel of The Adven- «© Well-a-day !” 
tures of Hugh Trevor. 
: My keg is but low, I confefs, 
O! why doft thou fhiver Gaffer Gray; 
and fhake, What then, while it Jafts, man, 
Gaffer Gray? we’ll live; 
And why doth thy nofe look fo The poor man alone, 
blue? When he hears she poor moan, 
** "isthe weatherthat’scold, Of his morfel a morfei will give; 
** «Tis I’m grown very old, Well-a-day ! 
«© And my doublet is not very 
“< new, 
“¢ Well-a-day !” SON N E T. 
So’er thefe hills I take my 
Then, line thy worn doublet filent rounds, ‘ 
with ale, — Stiil on that vifion which is 
Gaffer Gray ; ’ flown I dwell! 
And warm thy old heart witha = Qn images L lov’d, (alas how 
giats. ofits well] !) 
** Nay, but credit J ve none, Now pail, and but remember’d 
** And my money’s all gone ; like fweet founds 


“* Then fay how may thatcome Of yefterday! yet in my breaft 
** to pals? eep 
* Well-a-day !” Such recollections, painful 
. tho’ they fcem, 
Hie away to the houfe on the And hours of joy retrace, till 


brow, trom my Cream 
Gaffer Gray 5 .., | wake, aad find them not; 
And knock at the jolly prieft’s Then I could weep 
door. ‘ To think that time fo foon each 
** ‘The prieft often preaches {weet devours ; 
** Againtt worldly riches ; To think fo fcon life’s firft 
** But ne'er gives a mite to the endearments fail. 
‘ . . 
eet, And we zre dup’? by hope’s 
‘ Well-a-day! amufive ale 3 ; 
’ : Who, like a fletterer, when the 
The lawyer lives under the hill, haps seft hours 
Gaffer Gray 5 P Are pail, anu m i we with her 
Warmly fenc'’d both in back cheesing lay, 
and in front. Wi:! fly, as ‘aichlefs and as 


eet as tneye 





tat 





